
I love teaching and working with students. My life’s work is devoted to encouraging and 
developing alternative string players of all ages and levels, from kids to string teachers to 
working professionals. All workshops include me performing on the electric violin.

I am on the faculty at Belmont University and Vanderbilt 
University’s Blair School of Music in Nashville where I teach 
jazz strings, improvisation and composition. I teach at the 
Mark O'Connor Fiddle Camps, the Vanderbilt University 
International Fiddle School, Belmont's String Crossings 
Camp and I’ve given masterclasses and been a featured 
clinician at several American String Teacher Assn. 
conferences. I've taught advanced jazz studies at the Stanford Jazz Workshop, Jazz in July at U Mass 
Amherst, Oberlin Conservatory, at Interlochen, at the Hochshule fur Kunste in Bremen, in Sao Paulo 
Brazil and around the world.  I created "String Improvisation for Children" at the MacPhail Center for the 
Arts in Minneapolis, was on the faculty at Macalaster College in St. Paul teaching alternative string styles 
and I helped to create and perform lecture/ demonstrations for many different age groups with the Turtle 

Island String Quartet. I often conduct string ensembles as well as full orchestras at the college, high school and grade school levels, 
both in workshops and concert, and have published articles and have had articles about my teaching methods published in several 
magazines, including Strings, Strad Magazine and American String Teacher Journal.

Suggested Topics:
       
For string players and string teachers:
• JAZZ FOR CLASSICAL PLAYERS--BLUES, JAZZ TECHNIQUE
• GETTING YOUR ENSEMBLE TO SWING--COACHING SESSION(S) 
• GROOVING--STRUM BOWING AND "THE CHOP" TECHNIQUE
• IMPROV GAMES--TEACHING JAZZ TO YOUNG STRING STUDENTS
• HELP! I’M NOT A JAZZ TEACHER--PEDAGOGY SESSION

For all instruments and orchestras:
• GETTING YOUR ENSEMBLE TO SWING--COACHING SESSION(S)
• JAZZ 101-- IMPROVISATION AND THE BLUES
• THE TRACY SILVERMAN LEC/DEM
• THE ECLECTICA LEC/DEM
• THE THREE PART INVENTION LEC/DEM

For general audiences:
• WHERE'S MY TSCHAIKOVSKY?--LEARNING TO LOVE NEW MUSIC
• THE TRACY SILVERMAN LEC/DEM
• THE ECLECTICA LEC/DEM
• THE THREE PART INVENTION LEC/DEM

From one hour clinics to several-day residencies.
 Programs lengths and topics can be customized for your group.

"Your workshop 
presentation far 

surpassed anything I 
could have hoped for.  The pacing, 

the reinforcement of concepts, 
mixed with humor and fun, and all 

you taught us was absolutely 
top-notch.  Thank you for coming.  

Many teachers, on their 
evaluations, wrote they'd like to 

have you back..." --Joanne 
Donnellan, director Bellingham, 

WA School Dist. Strings Program

"Tracy mesmerized our High School, middle 
school and Youth Symphony string players with a 
combination of demonstration, explanation and 

showmanship.  
He even 

bravely fielded 
many questions 
with grace and 

humor. 
--"Donna 

Antrim, Exec. Dir. Salina Symphony, Salina, Kansas

Teaching with Phil Aaberg of THREE PART 
INVENTION

Workshops and 
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